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TIME TO CLEAN HOUSE –  
TIPS TO KEEP YOUR HOME LOOKING SPOTLESS WITHOUT SCRUBBING  

North Olmsted… On an average day, people spend more than two hours on household 

activities such as cleaning and organizing*! You may love a spotless house – but there’s no 

need to spend the bulk of your precious free time making it happen. Get your space set with 

these tips that make once tedious chores easy and effective, letting you enjoy a tidy, sparkling 

home in no time. 

In the Kitchen  

Some people might consider the kitchen the command center of the home, which means it often 

attracts the most mess.  Cleaning as you go is one of the easiest ways to keep your space 

looking spick and span. Try filling your sink with hot soapy water as you start dinner. Then, 

place used dishes and pans in the filled sink to soak while you eat. Also, don't give sauces, oils 

or spices a chance to sit around and dry up – wipe up any spills immediately.  A dirty oven can 

be a daunting task, but cleaning is easy when you line the bottom with a nonstick oven liner. 

Simply wipe the liner with a paper towel, place it in the dishwasher and reuse over and over… 

no additional scrubbing required. 

 

It’s also extremely important to sanitize your sink and garbage disposal. This may be hard to 

believe, but your dirty kitchen sink has more bacteria than your toilet seat - ick!  A study 

conducted by Dr. Charles Gerba, a.k.a. Dr. Germ, found sinks are the prime place for E. coli to 

live and grow since it’s wet and moist. Bacteria can feed on food that’s put down the drain and 

what’s left on dishes.  Even though the garbage disposal is designed to remove kitchen waste, it 

acts as a breeding ground for bacteria, creating unpleasant odors, as well as unhealthy spores.  

Cleaning the garbage disposal and drains is easy; simply pour one half cup of baking soda 

down the kitchen drain followed by one cup of white vinegar.  Place the stopper in the sink to 

close off the drain and allow the solution to work its magic for a few minutes.  Rinse by pouring 

boiling water down the drain.   

 

In the Bathroom 

The bathroom is certainly a space requiring frequent attention to keep it clean.  We all know a 

regular vanity wipe down is a must, but another way to keep this area looking spotless is with 

the right fixtures.  Did you know some faucets now feature Microban® antimicrobial protection 



built into the faucet finish?  This technology helps inhibit the growth of stain- and odor-causing 

bacteria, mold and mildew**.  The new Moen Vale™ collection, available at The Home Depot, 

features Microban as well as an innovative Spot Resist™ finish which helps resist fingerprints 

and unsightly water spots to maintain a brilliant finish.   

While it’s good to give your shower and tub a weekly scrub down, when’s the last time you 

cleaned the curtain and linens?  If you have a cloth curtain, take it down and wash it in the 

washing machine, then hang it outside to dry.  The humidity in bathrooms can also make fabrics 

look limp quickly, even if they've recently been laundered.  Make sure you’re swapping out hand 

towels frequently for a look that’s fluffy and fresh.  

In the Living Room 

Combat clutter in the living room and leave your home looking spotless by taking a few minutes 

each day to get organized.  According to a recent Moen survey, 28 percent of consumers said 

they only straighten up a few times each week.  The survey also found that most homeowners 

don’t strive for a perfectly organized home; but they would if there was more time available to 

devote to organizing.  Well, finding time can be easy. Try conducting a five-minute sweep 

through the house each night before bed, taking a laundry basket with you.  Place anything in 

the basket that doesn't belong in that particular room, and then put the basket contents back in 

their proper place.  It may not solve all of your clutter concerns, but you’ll be on the right track.  

For small items, like game controllers and remotes, you might even consider using Velcro to 

keep them in place.  Label the bottoms so you know where they belong then Velcro to the 

console.  You'll never waste time searching for them again.   

 

Keeping your home looking spotless this season doesn’t require a full day of cleaning. By 

regularly taking a few moments out of your week and incorporating these tips into your routine, 

you can easily have a fresh feeling home – little elbow grease required.  

*Source: 2013 American Time Use Survey; http://www.bls.gov/news.release/atus.nr0.htm  

**Microban® antimicrobial product protection is limited to the product itself and is not designed to protect 

the users of these products from disease causing microorganisms, food borne illness, or as a substitute 

for normal cleaning and hygiene practices. Neither Moen nor Microban International, Ltd. make either 

direct or implied health claims for the products containing Microban® antimicrobial product protection. 



 
About Moen 
As the #1 faucet brand in North America, Moen offers a diverse selection of thoughtfully 
designed kitchen and bath faucets, showerheads, accessories, bath safety products and kitchen 
sinks for residential applications – each delivering the best possible combination of meaningful 
innovation, useful features, on-trend styling and lasting value.  In addition, Moen® Commercial 
offers superior-performing products that deliver lower lifetime costs for today's facilities. 
 
Moen is part of Fortune Brands Home & Security, Inc. (NYSE: FBHS), which creates products 
and services that help fulfill the dreams of homeowners and help people feel more secure. The 
Company's trusted brands include Moen® faucets, Master Lock® and Sentry® Safe security 
products, MasterBrand® cabinets and Therma-Tru® entry door systems. Fortune Brands holds 
market leadership positions in all of its segments. Fortune Brands is part of the S&P MidCap 
400 Index. For more information, please visit www.FBHS.com. 
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